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Executive Summary

The purpose of this executive summary is to briefly describe the highlights of the Perspectives on Asia-Pacific Security conference.
Asia-Pacific Center for Security Studies sponsored a forum for examining security issues and its implications for theater security cooperation in the region.  The goal of the symposium was to foster security cooperation and multilateral dialogue among officials and experts from throughout the Asia-Pacific region, at the governmental as well as non-governmental level.  Because US shares a common interest in maintaining security cooperation with its allies and other partners, the conference sought to elicit fresh perspectives on Asia-Pacific security through exchange of diverse views and ideas from throughout the region.
In conjunction with the 10th anniversary of the Asia-Pacific Center for Security Studies, we chose panelists and most moderators from the ranks of our distinguished alumni.  In part, we were curious to see if the education and training our alumni received, while attending our executive education courses, were reflected in their presentations and remarks at the conference.  The symposium brought together 67 delegates from 28 countries.

The symposium was organized around broad security themes linked to theater security cooperation, including a retrospective look at security cooperation, discussing transnational threats and comprehensive security issues, assessing theater security cooperation, and finally, future security focus for the region.
Key conference insights included:
1. New Security Environment.  Defined along three dimensions:  doctrinal, institutional, and organizational.  In terms of doctrine, there now exists a broader conception of security to include “soft” (non-traditional) issues alongside the “hard” (military, territorial) issues.  Institutional changes in this light include the formation of new values, attitudes, norms of behavior (international regimes) that articulate this “paradigm shift” in our understanding of security.  The organizational facet includes the advent of alternative power structures (organized crime, terrorist networks, etc.) that could or are competing with the state; the state would need to re-invent itself to maintain a viable political actor in the international arena as non-state (and anti-state) actors assume greater importance.  Responses to the change need to assert the following patterns of relationships and behavior across the region:  cooperation and collaboration; mutual respect and trust.  These will facilitate information sharing and greater openness and transparency in the region.

2. Theater Security Cooperation.  Nowhere was this more evident than in the aftermath of the Dec 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami when the militaries from the different countries in the region conducted a highly successful disaster relief operation.  Insofar as natural disasters are a security threat for the affected countries, security cooperation in this area can contribute to overall peace and stability.  To maximize the effectiveness of security cooperation, it is essential to maintain military to military exchanges so as to increase interoperability, as well as to promote trust and understanding between their personnel.  According to an Indonesian panelist, this was made painfully evident in the problems that arose between the US and Indonesia military in Aceh due to a long break in the military relationship between the two countries.  Members from the region want to develop standard operating procedures between countries to streamline the response process.  We need to enhance our International Military Education and Training (IMET) and security assistance programs.  We must also find a way to integrate all security players, not just military.  What was not considered was the need for more preventative measures or alternatives by solely concentrating in providing assistance after the fact.  This may have been the case because, for the majority of military officials attending the conference, they are more concerned about carrying out policy rather than policy making.

3. “Think Piece – The Current Revolution in the Nature of Conflict.”  A paper from Chris Donnelly of the Defence Academy of the United Kingdom Advanced Research and assessment Group that circulated throughout the Pentagon was referenced repeatedly.  Two items of note from the paper dealt with bad governance as a lingering problem for developing countries, and also about the need for us (the West) to see ourselves in the eyes of others.  Our job here is to promote good governance, provide them with the tools and leadership skill, and promulgate US policy in such a way that is palatable to countries in the region.
4. The Internet and Terrorism.  The terrorists are using the Internet to train and recruit members.  We need to use our Strategic Communication and Public Diplomacy to counter the use of the Internet to promote terrorism.  Feedback from attendees indicated a potential for a dedicated conference on the topic.
5. Man Hunting.  One of the panelists presented a brief on expanding our HUMINT resources and cooperating with other countries to hunt down and eliminate threats to our security.  According to one of the feedback surveys, “’man hunting’… is a very frightening concept.  It brings with it all negative thoughts about US intent in its noble efforts to fight global terrorism. I believe it goes against the very core of the values of the US as the global leader in all things good!”  Conference attendees did like the idea of continued intelligence sharing between law enforcement agencies for analysis and policy formulation on security issues.  While this topic could have a conference dedicated to it, the APCSS is not the appropriate mechanism.
6. Islam and Democracy.  According to a Muslim theologian, the coexistence of democracy and Islam is possible.  Just as with our founding fathers’ drafting of the Declaration of Independence was God inspired, Muslim nations can incorporate a spiritual element into their style democracy.  That said, implanting Western style democracy in the Middle East will result in failure.  Integrating various religions and ethnicities into a community is just as important as incorporating a spiritual element into democracy.  Religious tolerance requires not only tolerance, but also tolerance without ignorance.  The Muslim majority needs to make efforts to enlighten the world by showing what it means to be a Muslim and, at the same time, by condemning terrorism.  One of the feedback comments from the attendees stated an analysis of radical Muslim visions of the west in general and the US in particular would make a good conference spin-off.  We can accomplish this through Strategic Communication and Public Diplomacy.
7. Broaden Educational Outreach.  There is a need to broaden the educational outreach of APCSS beyond the government to International Organizations (I/O) and Non-governmental Organizations (NGO).  An excellent presentation was Gawad Kalinga (to bestow care).  It was an example of promoting security cooperation through multilateral institutions and mechanisms to alleviate poverty and develop a partnership in nation-building.  The government of the Philippines is working with non-governmental organizations, in this case Couples for Christ, to help build shelters in depressed regions of the Philippines, regardless of the religious affiliation of the area residents.  We need to work through the legislative wickets to get NGOs and I/Os to our courses, to give them the leadership skill sets and an executive education that prepares them to deal and interact with governments and militaries from countries throughout the region; building a network across countries and across borders.
In conclusion, the conference was most valuable in the political sense:  (1) recognizing the alumni and keeping them engaged, and (2) building the network among alumnus from different years/courses.  Drawing the alumni in an advisory role made very good sense.  We should get a lot of mileage out of this conference.  We will continue to shape our curriculum to be at the forefront of security issues, remaining relevant.  This conference affirmed our commitment to security in the Asia-Pacific Region.
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